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Capitalizing  on the familiarity and influence of Thomas Paine’s “Common Sense” pamphlets that provided American colonists 
with exposure to the conversation of great thinkers in the pre-Revolutionary period, this paper assumes the name COMMON 
SENSE II.  Similarly, today’s series of pamphlets strives to give a direct response to great political events and ideas of our time.  
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Are We Still One Nation, Indivisible? 
By Vicki Andrews 

In recent years, many people have become con-
cerned about the strong divisions in our nation, 
which seem to be growing rapidly.  A recent CBS 
News poll shows that 54% of the people say the 
biggest threat to Ameri-
ca isn’t economic col-
lapse, natural disasters, 
or foreign invasions, but 
our own fellow Ameri-
cans.  Many people 
compare the feeling of 
the current period to the 
period prior to the Civil 
war and fear increasing violence.  One major dif-
ference is that the Civil War was a division be-
tween the northern and southern parts of our coun-
try; the divisions we experience now are through-
out the country.  Most people know others with 
strong opposing views at their workplace, within 
their towns and neighborhoods, and among their 
friends and family.  Many now are wondering how 
to gather with family over the upcoming holiday 
season without getting into uncomfortable discus-
sions about politics and other touchy issues.  
We’ve been here in previous years, but never to 
this extent. 

 A PEW research poll in 2017 of 5,000 adults indi-
cated partisan divide over political issues related to 
racial discrimination, immigration and internation-
al diplomacy, and governmental aid to the needy 
widened significantly since the early 1990’s.  At 
that time there was an average 36% difference of 
opinion, up from 15% in 1994.  An article in Psy-
chology Today, by Joe Pierre, “Why Has America 
Become so Divided?” indicated good evidence ex-
ists that American political parties have become 
increasingly polarized over the past several dec-
ades with Democratic and Republican politicians 
disagreeing over policy more than ever.  That’s 
something that has become obvious to most of us 

who follow the news from a variety of sources, as 
well as those of us who still converse with mem-
bers of “the other” political party.  Of course, most 
of us follow the news from sources that tend to 
agree with our points of view, not with “the other 
side,” and most of our conversations tend to be 
with those who share our basic beliefs. 

In recent years, our country has gone beyond disa-
greement and polarization.  The amount of vio-
lence has been escalating dramatically and is hap-
pening in a variety of settings, areas, and age 
groups.  Just a few more statistics from the Gun 
Violence Archive:  in 2018, there were 167 mass 
shootings in the US; in 2019, 211; in 2020, 281; in 
2021, 342; and so far in 2022, there have 314.  Re-
member, we still have November and December to 
get through in 2022.  Mass shootings tend to hap-
pen in the latter half of the year, so we may “catch 
up” and surpass last year. 

Certainly, your average political disagreement 
doesn’t result in gun violence and mass shootings, 
but these numbers are increasing as well as the po-
litical disagreements, and it is likely that some peo-
ple move up the ladder from arguments to vio-
lence.  It is something that should be considered 
and studied further.  We need to do all we can to 
rein in the potential for violent responses to legiti-
mate differences of opinion and learn to live peace-
fully with disagreement.  We should strive to once 
again become “one nation, indivisible” for the sake 
of our country as well as current and future genera-
tions,  
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Sovereignty of US Attorneys  
By Valerie Conner 

The US Attorney’s office of the Southern District 
of New York (SDNY) is the most prestigious of 

the 94 judicial districts in the 
country.  In his memoir, Holding 
the Line, Geoffrey Berman, who 
served as SDNY US Attorney 
from January 2018 through April 
2020, first under Attorney Gen-
eral Jeff Sessions and then Attor-
ney General Bill Barr, reflects on 
why SDNY is often colloquially 
and even pejoratively considered 
the Sovereign District of New 

York. 

Berman, a Republican, explains how the relation-
ship between the districts and Main Justice (DOJ), 
is supposed to work, how it normally works with 
SDNY, and how it all too often was expected by 
Main Justice to work in the Trump Administration. 

He writes about some of the cases his office han-
dled during his tenure, including returning NAZI 
stolen art, the Jeffery Epstein’s case, drug over-
charges, and the Michael Avenatti fraud case, to 
give the reader an idea of the varied types of cases 
that the feds handle.   

A major focus of the book is the friction between 
what the—at least marginally corrupt—Trump 
Justice Department expected from its US Attor-
neys and what true justice required.  In short, one 
expectation was that Trump supporters and con-
tributors should be handled gently while opponents 
should be prosecuted extensively even without via-
ble cause.  Berman spends a lot of time discussing 
how he walked the fine line between not quite fol-
lowing the nefarious expectations of Main Justice 
and keeping his job, which only worked for two 
and a half years. 

His conclusion is that holding the line of honor 
and independence is necessary for each district.  
He believes that by being more independent than 
most of the other districts, SDNY sets a standard 
to be emulated by the other districts instead of be-
ing looked at as an outlier:  sovereignty is a good 
thing, particularly in face of a politicized DOJ. 

 

Debates Are Almost Civil 
By Jack Pick 

I have attended a number of northern Minnesota 
state candidate debates and am impressed by how 
civil they have been.  There seems to be general 
agreement on issues like the need for responsible 
mining, the need to move away from far right and 
far left idealism by adopting a more moderate atti-
tude, and the need to work out responsible state 
government spending, especially concerning the 
current state surplus.  Although there may be some 
agreement on the problems, how to address those 
problems varies. 

For example, one of the biggest areas of disagree-
ment revolves around the abortion issue.  While 
both sides claim to be prolife—and they are—the 
difference lies in how the issue is treated. 

Republicans choose control to deal with abortion 
by creating laws and courts to deny a woman’s 
right to choose. 

Not knowing the woman’s circumstances, Demo-
crats choose to withhold judgement of a woman’s 
choice and instead address the causes of abortion. 

The most likely way to reduce non-medically man-
dated abortions 
is to avoid un-
wanted pregnan-
cies to begin 
with.  This 
means, among 
other things, 
contraception in 
all its forms.  
Contraception 
should be free and readily available to all who re-
quest it. 

The same applies to healthcare, especially for 
women before, during, and after pregnancy.  The 
United States ranks number two in maternity-
related deaths among all developed countries. 

A case in point is Cuba where contraception and 
general healthcare, including abortion, are provid-
ed free and without question.  Cuba has 90% fewer 
abortions than the United States. 

Other factors that increase the call for abortion are 
stress from violence and poverty and all that pov-
erty encompasses.  For example, one in four 
American women struggle even to afford menstru-
al products, much less pregnancy. 

Abortion can be reduced but only by care and not 
by control.  Regardless of your political leaning, 
please vote for care across the board on November 
8th. 

http://2.bp.blogspot.com/-2__lDbp83Ok/UYqCYKK9TVI/AAAAAAAAB_Q/0dnhmoCiPeA/
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS:  GET INVOLVED AND GET IT DONE! 

 

Event                 Date /Time            Location 
 
DFL Headquarters Open (326-6296)                Mon. – Fri.2:00-5:00  DFL Headquarters 

          After Election Office Open    Tues. & Thurs.  2:00-5:00 DFL Headquarters 
DFL Central Committee Meets    4th Monday  6:30  Hybrid 
DFL Social Club & Lunch    1st Wednesday Noon  DFL Headquarters 
DFL Pot Luck (Open to the Public)                                      3rd Wednesday 5:30   DFL Headquarters 
2nd Harvest Volunteer Time    2nd Wednesday 1:30-3:30 2nd Harvest 
Deadline for Common Sense II     November 18, 2022   conray@arvig.net  

     

   Oh, What a Perfect War! 
By Bob Passi 

The upside of war has always been that the process 
of warfare requires a lot of materials, weapons, 
technology, and support services, all of which are 
potential money makers for those who supply 
them. 

The downside of war is that there are casualties 
with the resulting social conse-
quences of their effect on fam-
ilies and communities.  There 
is also the destruction of war if 
it is on your own soil.  Finally, 
there are the social conse-
quences of the necessary sacri-
fices and the fatigue of contin-
ually hearing about and seeing 
the destruction of war on the 

media. 

It is easier to sustain public support if the war is 
being fought on foreign soil and you have no 
troops at risk.  Another means of sustaining social 
support for a war is to present the enemy as evil 
and who can therefore be demonized in the media 
as somehow not really human but instead outside 
the pale of humanity and therefore deserving no 
human concern.  It is simply good versus evil. 

The war in Ukraine is, in modern terms, a perfect 
war. 

 It has all the financial benefits for those who 
supply the necessary war materials that any 
war uses. 

 It is being waged against our archenemy, Rus-
sia, easily portrayed as a true empire of evil, 
deserving no real human concern—great for 
propaganda. 

 Since we are sending only funding, supplies, 
and weapons and no “boots on the ground,” 
there are no casualties and therefore no particu-
lar social backlash. 

 

  In addition, the casualties are at the hands of 
the evil empire and therefore deserve our sym-
pathy and support.  (It also helps they are white 
and mostly Christian, so we can identify with 
them as opposed to the civilian casualties in 
Iraq, for example.) 

 The coalition of the willing in this case are 
identified by an expanding NATO, which the 
US dominates.  It is the West (more civilized) 
against the East (more barbarian). 

 We, as citizens, fund the war without realizing 
it, with the military spending that already takes 
up over half of our national budget.  (There 
will be more coming, which we will be told is 
necessary spending for a noble cause.) 

 We can sit in our homes and easily support the 
noble Ukrainian “good guys” against Putin and 
his evil hoard for the foreseeable future. 

 Meanwhile, domestic spending can continue to 
be put off a while longer as we watch the in-
come inequality grow even larger, nationally. 

 Finally, we have achieved some kind of nation-
al unity, in that it is nearly impossible to hear 
any voices that might possibly question the 
nobility of this war. 

Why, this could go on 
forever with continuing 
support, providing the 
necessary noble distrac-
tion that keeps us from 
ever confronting the na-
tional and global issues 
that only continue to 
grow in severity as we as 
spectators watch this per-
fect war while others die 
to support our national 
objectives of damaging 
and weakening Russia. 

 

https://2.bp.blogspot.com/-7z6nKErvBj4/XLGIkOwG8GI/

AAAAAAAB6sY/6xMMJHgpHj4Tlou5f42nn-
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 of rights, negated elections, continued and increas-
ing income disparity, escalating violence, and a 
collapsing economy. 

Since the 2020 election, there has been talk that 
some people don’t really believe in democracy, 
that autocracy may be a preferable system.  Who 
do those people think they are?  If you live in a 
democracy, there is a chance that you can help 
oust a bad leader from office.  Witness the election 
of 2020.  If you live in an autocracy, unless you 
are the autocrat, you have no power to oust a ma-
levolent autocrat.  You are truly a loser. 

While we’re at it, let’s note that the very people 
who still think Obama is coming after their guns 
will be shocked that one of the first things an auto-
crat will do is take their guns.  Unlike the demo-
cratic leader, the autocrat by definition must be 
afraid of the people.  First Amendment rights 
would also be targets of an autocrat.  Words, be-
liefs, and gathering are powerful and frightening to 
an autocrat.   

Will we wake up November 9th to a dystopian so-
ciety?  No, but we may wake up to a world on a 
slippery slope to a less free, more discriminatory 
society with fewer options.   

We can pick up the TP and clean the windows and 
go back to our less 
scary existence.  Let us 
vote and be politically 
active so we can pick 
up the pieces of the 
Trump years and go on 
to a secure, less scary 
future.   

Yes, Really.   

   

  Oh, Horrors! 
By Valerie Conner 

I’m writing this on Halloween, which is fitting 
considering the horrific campaign season that mer-
cifully is drawing to a close.  Despite its darker 
origins, Halloween has become a fun holiday for 
kids to get candy (no longer are apples suggested 
offerings after some sadist put pins in them) and 
for adults and kids alike to dress up and let an alter 
ego emerge for an evening. 

Some people like to don scary costumes to scare 
and be scared, secure in the knowledge that it is all 
make-believe.  Some creature dropping in from 
another planet or even an obscure foreign country 
would probably be bewildered looking at our cur-
rent political scenario.  Unlike Halloween activi-
ties, today’s politics is for real and has lasting ef-
fects.   

No one believes the pirate at their door just got 
into port or the 
skeleton is fresh out 
of the crypt.  I 
mean, Really?  Yet 
there are people 
who believe more 
outlandish things 
than that: from vili-
fied politicians run-
ning a sadistic child 

trafficking ring out of the local pizza parlor to the 
perfectly executed collusion of fraudsters and offi-
cial election workers nationwide to “steal” the 
election of the previous occupant of the White 
House.  I mean, Really? 

The danger is not that a minority of people really 
believe or just purport to believe Trump is not a 
loser; the danger is that it spawns people to run for 
offices such as secretary of state and governor and 
attorney general who can manipulate the vote this 
time and in the future, assuming there will be fu-
ture elections.  I hope that is just an alarmist pro-
jection, but if Trump taught us anything, the past 
seven years, it is that our way of governing relies 
less on the Constitution than on the norms agreed 
to and adhered to over the years, as we have been 
governed largely by people of good faith.  The 
way to get around the assumed rules is simply to 
ignore them and proceed as if it’s allowed.  Yes, 
Really! 

Instead of waking up to TPed houses and soaped 
windows, let us hope we wake up on November 9th 
to something other than the sour grapes of losers 
and their continued whining about how they really 
won, or worse, the prospect of continued erosion 

 

Vote  
As if 

Our National future 

Depends on it! 

(It does!) 
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